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           A Letter from the Pastor 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

The last few months have been ones filled with the joy of 

Easter only to be followed by the death of a beloved friend, 

Fr. Bernie Gilgun.  His death was a sudden blow to all of 

us, especially right on the heels of Easter.  But the response 

from the people of St. Anne was remarkable. 

 

I was proud of you for your heartfelt and generous 

response.  Fr. Bernie’s family kept remarking on how much 

had been done for them, and they were overwhelmed by the 

response of the people of St. Anne. 

 

It is times like this that show the true depth of a 

community—when in adversity, they rise to the challenge 

with generous hearts and helping hands.  The true mark of 

the early church was its exceptional care for the poor and 

those in need.  I think the people of St. Anne reflected this 

same spirit and same exceptional care.  It was probably one 

of the nicest send-offs for a priest in many a year—the 

liturgy, the music, and the reception were an outstanding 

and beautiful tribute.  May God bless you for all that you 

do. 

 

 

A Warm Welcome to our Senior 

Priest, Fr. Paul Lemire 

 

 

St. Anne’s Church 
                by Michael Perna Jr., historian/author/parishioner 

(Photograph – Author’s collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Anne’s Church was built at the same time as St. Mary’s 

Church, in the early 1920’s, to fill the spiritual needs of an 

ever-growing population of Catholics in Shrewsbury. 

St. Anne’s has been modernized a number of times, unlike St. 

Mary’s, which was totally rebuilt into a more modern 

structure.  The interior of St. Anne’s has also had its share of 

updates.  This photograph shows the interior of the church in 

what probably was its original configuration. 

Later, two wings were added, one on either side of the altar.  

The most recent change was the addition of a beautiful stained 

glass window which overlooks the altar, further beautifying 

the church which has served it parishioners so well for close to 

ninety years now. 

 

Rev. Bernard E. Gilgun 



 

 

      
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Anthony (Tony) Mastro, one of thirteen children of 
William and Viola Mastro, has been a household 
name at St. Anne’s Parish for years.  Going back to 
the 1970’s and into the 1990’s, Tony organized 
parishioners to work the parish bingo each and 
every week.  From setting up to serving 
refreshments as well as overseeing the 
management of proceeds, Tony was on the scene 
for all that time.  The funds saved were used 
extensively for the renovation and expansion of the 
Fr. Smith Center.  Many hardworking parishioners 
of St. Anne assisted during those years.  Tony later 
established a catering service, and many parish 
functions and dinners featured his cooking talents.  
His faithfulness to the parish was all in addition to 
supporting his devoted wife Betty and their five 
children: Billy, Jimmy, John, Tammy and Marie, 
who jumped in to help on many occasions and still 
continue to do so. 
 
In recent years, a Social Committee has been 
established at St. Anne’s.  Tammy, the chairperson, 
and Marie, daughters of Tony and Betty, are a 
driving force in the membership.  Dinner dances, 
Italian and Irish nights have taken place along with 
Country Western gatherings and the Mastro family 
are always there with helping hands. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony’s brother Vincent has opened the church on 
Sunday mornings for countless years.  He is a 
devoted Eucharistic Minister and helps at all the 
social gatherings.  Anna Mastro, his sister, spends  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hours at her home baking cookies, breads, pies 
and cakes for parties and brings them to the rectory  
regularly for the parish priests.  Helen Mastro 
Zingarelli, another sister, with daughters Maureen 
and Elaine, are devout parishioners and help out in 
the Thrift Store.  Tony’s deceased brother William’s 
widow Rose and her son Dennis are also in the 
parish.   
 
The Mastro family name has been and continues to 
be a familiar one in the life of St. Anne’s.  May God 
bless them all. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Ignatius recommended this prayer to 
penitents: "Receive, Lord, all my liberty, 

my memory, my understanding and my 
whole will. You have given me all that I 

have, all that I am, and I surrender all to 
your divine will, that you dispose of me. 
Give me only your love and your grace. 

With this I am rich enough, and I have no 
more to ask."  

 

A  
FAITH-FILLED FAMILY 
Of st. anne’s parish! 

Betty and Tony Mastro 

One of the newest members 

of the Mastro clan – Mia! 



He Was a Saint among Us 
 

On April 25th, God sent His angels to Worcester to carry 

Father Bernard E. Gilgun’s soul to his Heavenly home, a 

home that had been prepared and was waiting for 

Father Bernie for many years.  The cornerstone of his 

Heavenly mansion was his deep love for and devotion 

to our Heavenly Father.  The foundation was laid by his 

unwavering commitment to God’s poor.  The walls were 

raised by his determination to administer to the 

chemically dependent.  The roof was shingled by each 

sick or dying soul he comforted.  He was a dedicated 

advocate for civil rights and his Heavenly mansion was 

furnished magnificently by that dedication. 
 

Father Bernie didn’t just ‘talk the talk’ he ‘walked the 

walk.’  By following his path, it was plain to see that he 

lived according to The Beatitudes. 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven.”   

“Poor in spirit” means to be humble.  Father Bernie 

realized that all his gifts and blessings came from the 

grace of God.  He was completely empty and open to 

the Word of God.  His was an empty cup, devoid of 

pride, unquestionably humble.  His humility gave him an 

openness and an inner peace that allowed him to do 

the will of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 

Father Bernie was filled with love and compassion for all 

God’s people.  Jesus reminds us that whatever “you did 

to the least of My brethren, you did unto Me.”  Father 

Bernie was no stranger to the Corporal and Spiritual 

Works of Mercy, he lived them every day.  He fed the 

hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked, 

sheltered the homeless, comforted the imprisoned, 

visited the sick, buried the dead, admonished sinners, 

instructed the uninformed, counseled the doubtful, 

comforted the sorrowful, was patient with those in 

error, forgave offenses and prayed for the living and the 

dead.  When his soul was carried to Heaven, The Father 

must have said, “Now enter into My Kingdom My good 

and faithful servant.” 
 

“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” 

Father Bernie was free of all selfish intentions and self-

seeking desires.  How many acts did he perform that 

were perfectly free of any personal gain?   
 

“Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Jesus often said that those who follow Him will be 

persecuted.  “If they persecute Me, they will persecute 

you.”  Father Bernie, while “walking the walk” for civil 

rights, was persecuted for the sake of righteousness.  

He was shot at and was chased, having to flee in order 

to avoid bodily harm.    
 

Did you know that his initials were BEG, a fact of which 

he was extremely proud.  He chose the pen name A. 

Mendicant (a beggar) which he later used when 

publishing his Catholic Worker farm’s newspaper, 

“Carry It On.”  Father Bernie taught that we are 

“possessed by what we possess” and that God “called 

the rich to be poor and the poor to be holy.”  You can 

read more about Father Bernie on line at 

www.pieandcoffee.org.  By clicking the red link – many 

other Pie and Coffee items about him – that can be 

found above the photo of Father Bernie preparing for 

Mass, 2006, you will be able to listen to many of  his 

homilies. 
 

Father Bernie, we miss you but revel in the knowledge 

that, although your life’s journey is complete, you 

achieved the goal of that journey, eternal life with the 

Holy Trinity and the Communion of Saints.  We ask you 

to be the intercessor for all our petitions and to meet us 

at the Heavenly Gate when the day comes for us to join 

you. 
 

In the quiet times when we pray, perhaps we will hear 

Father Bernie singing with the Heavenly Choir.  Do you 

think he has taught them the Salvation Army song? 

            Ted Gulledge, Parishioner & Eucharistic Minister 

http://www.pieandcoffee.org/


A Whole New Perspective 
 

As we piled out of the car onto the grounds of Camp 

Sunshine, the only thoughts that raced through my mind 

were ―I hope this is worth a whole week out of my 

summer vacation,‖ and ―This will look really good on 

my college application.‖  I knew that volunteering was a 

noble thing to do and Camp Sunshine, a camp for 

terminally ill children and their families, was the perfect 

place to do it.   Yet I was not looking forward to being a 

counselor and did not think for one second that some 

bratty little seven year olds were going to change my 

entire outlook on life. 
 

That first day seemed to drag by.  It was on the second 

day that I met the little girl who would change my life 

forever.  When we told the kids that we were going 

outside to play miniature golf, everyone yelled with joy 

except for one girl who had arrived earlier that day.  Her 

name was Dianna.  She had her hands to her face and 

was looking to the ground, avoiding any contact with the 

other children and counselors.  It seemed as if she was 

trying to crawl into herself, away from everyone and 

everything.  I went to her side.  ―My name is Robin, 

what’s your name?‖  There was no response.  ―Would 

you like to play golf with me?‖  Still no response.  ―I 

love your shirt.  Is pink your favorite color?‖  All of a 

sudden I heard it—a small giggle followed by a faint 

―thank you.”  It was at this moment that I knew I had 

gotten through to her.  The next day I learned about the 

disease with which Dianna had been diagnosed.  Fanconi 

Anemia, a genetic disorder, is a fatal disease whose 

victims do not live past the age of fourteen.  How could 

this happen to such an innocent girl?  I felt as if God had 

brought this beautiful child into my life only to learn that 

she will not only be taken from me, but from the world 

as well.  I had never felt so helpless.   
 

Before long, the last day of our stay had arrived.  As we 

traveled down the highway back to Shrewsbury, I looked 

back on the events of the past week.   Thoughts of 

Dianna flashed through my head.  There was not a 

moment that I can recall when the smile on her face had 

faded.  The thought of Dianna and I tickling my friend 

Patrick, and then blaming it on whoever was closest to 

us, made me smile.  No matter how many times it was 

done, Dianna always laughed.  To her, it never got old.  

The nights of spinning Dianna around to the music will 

never leave my memory.  I will always see her beaming 

face come through the doorway as it did every morning.  

This one little girl showed me that life was a precious 

thing and not to be wasted.  She lives her life to the 

fullest, enjoying every moment she has.  I will never 

forget how I felt the first time she dubbed me her ―best 

friend forever,‖ and I will never forget the lesson that 

she taught me. 

                                    Robin Saniuk, parishioner 

 

An Amazing Ray of Sunshine 

 

My epiphany started in the fall of my junior year.  I was 

about to prepare for another milestone in my life—the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  At our first meeting, one of 

the Confirmation teachers, Andy Cesnickas, spoke about 

something that was near and dear to his heart.  That 

something was volunteering at Camp Sunshine, a retreat 

for children with life-threatening illnesses and their 

families.  A classmate also spoke about her experience at 

Camp Sunshine.   She told us, ―It’s a lot of work, but 

you get so much more out of it than you put into it.‖  

With that said, I decided to sign up. 
 

As the time to leave drew near, I was hesitant about 

going, but couldn’t back out of something to which I had 

committed.  There were all these terminally ill children 

coming to have the time of their lives.  I had it in my 

mind that it would be tough working with them.  How 

would I react? 
 

When I arrived, I was assigned to the kitchen and served 

the food to the children and their families.  Later, my 

friend and I went into the activity room, where we met 

the first two children at the camp who suffered from 

Fanconi Anemia.  One of the little boys, Will, said to my 

friend, ―We always got to have a good time because we 

never know when our time’s going to run out.‖  We were 

so shocked and saddened when Will made this 

statement.  We played pool and ping pong with them 

until I had to leave to prepare supper.  From then on it 

was easy for me to talk to the kids and play and have a 

good time.   
 

After preparing breakfast some mornings, I would go 

down to the ―tot lot‖ (infants to three years old) and play 

with all of the little kids.  There was one boy who was 

sad every time his mother left him.  I decided I would try 

to play with him and help him have a good time.  It took 

a while, but we finally we figured out what would make 

him happy.  The little boy would fire Styrofoam balls at 

me, and I would fall down to make him laugh.  Now I 

see why clowns are so popular! 
 

My volunteer experience at Camp Sunshine had to be 

truly the most amazing time of my life.   Thinking back 

to my classmate saying ―It’s a lot of work, but you get so 

much more out of it than you put into it,‖ I found that I 

couldn’t agree more.  Just knowing that I contributed to 

these children’s happiness gave me the greatest feeling 

in the world.  Some of these kids may not make it to next 

year, but they had the times of their lives at camp, and 

for a week forgot how sick they really were. 

                                                                 Peter Grillo, 

                     parishioner 

 

 
 
To learn more, log on to www.campsunshine.org 

http://www.campsunshine.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. Anne’s Christian Service Awards 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to firefighter 

Brendan Palumbo, son of Michael 

and Mary Ann Palumbo, who 

received Liberty Mutual’s Firemark 

Award during a ceremony on 

March 1st for his heroic efforts in 

helping to rescue a six-year old boy 

who had fallen down an abandoned 

well. 

 

At left:  Brendan with Liberty 

Mutual representatives John 

Roberts and Lesli Barbato 
Thanks to the hard work of our dedicated Christian Service 
Awards committee chaired by Barbara Legassey and whose 
members include Paul and Irene Bleau, Tracy Flynn, Mike 
Ryan and Nick Todisco, seven deserving high school seniors 
were presented with Christian Service Awards this past June.  
Fundraising efforts included sales of Valentine’s Day lollipops 
and Mother’s Day candy roses.  Proceeds from some of our 
social committee functions were donated to the Christian 
Service Awards fund as well as all proceeds from our Sunday 
coffee house chaired by Andy Cesnickas. 
 

Our recipients: 
 

Emilie Marie Hack served the parish as a Grade 2 religious 

education teacher.  She will attend Quinsigamond Community 

College and major in Pediatric Occupational Therapy. 
 

Matthew Edward Harrington served the parish as an altar server 

from Grade 3 to the present and participated in grounds cleanup 

each fall.  He will attend Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
 

Katherine Ann Imbalzano served the parish as a Grade 2 religious 

education teacher, sang  and assisted with the children’s Christmas 

choir and also sang with the adult choir.  She will attend American 

University and major in International Relations. 

 

 

Stephanie Alice Moriarty served the parish as a Grade 4 

religious education teacher’s assistant and participated in 

various volunteer activities with the CYC.  She will attend 

Marist College and major in Biology with a pre-med focus. 
 

Erin Elizabeth Quigley served the parish as a Grade 5 

religious education teacher and volunteered at St. Anne’s 

Food Pantry.  She will attend Quinnipiac University and 

major in Health Science Studies. 
 

Erin Hughes Simone served the parish by assisting weekly at 

St. Anne’s Thrift Shop.  She will attend Northeastern 

University and major in Political Science. 
 

Jamie Lee Vespa served the parish as a Grade 6 religious 

education teacher.  She will attend Berklee College of Music 

and major in music.  

 

Left to right: Matt Harrington, Emilie Hack, Fr. Foley, Erin Simone, Erin 

Quigley, Katherine Imbalzano, Barbara Legassey 

Below clockwise from top left: Stephanie Moriarty, Jamie Vespa, Matt 

Harrington, Katherine Imbalzano, Erin Simone Emilie Hack, Erin Quigley 



We are Many Parts, We are All one Body – Part II! 
 

We have heard so many times that the church is not the building, but the people.  To keep it living and vibrant, 

we must all come together as a Catholic community and share the gifts that God has given us.  There are many 

fulfilling ministries in which to participate here at St. Anne’s Church, some of which are: 

Religious Education Teacher 

Eucharistic Minister 

Lector  

Altar Server 

Choir 

Coffee House 

Bereavement Committee 

Decorating Committee 

Newsletter Committee 

Liturgy Committee 

Parish Council 

Social Committee 

and more! 

 

We are in the process of putting together a booklet, which will in more detail outline the ministries and what they 

involve.  For more information or to get involved now, please call the rectory (508-757-5154, ext. 12). 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the committee who brings the newsletter to us 
at St. Anne’s--thank you so very much for this 
new endeavor. 
 

I look forward to this paper whenever it’s due to 
arrive.  The pictures and stories tell it all.  We 
wouldn’t know who these people are if the stories 
weren’t printed.  After seeing one of the stories in 
the November newsletter, I stopped and 
congratulated the father for what his family does 
for the church.  It was much appreciated.  This is 
a way to get to know our parishioners. 
 
Kudos to you all who work on this newsletter and 
especially to Fr. Foley for bringing our families 
closer together.  We are a truly very blessed 
parish. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Truelson 

 

 

Italian Night – October 15th  

Bus Trip to Foxwoods 

Watch the bulletin for more info! 

We are updating our database and ask that if you are not registered, believe 

you may not be registered or have changes to your information, please fill 

out the registration form on the last page of this newsletter and return to the 

rectory.  When you are registered with the parish it makes it easier for us to 

obtain needed information with regard to sacraments such as baptisms, 

funerals, weddings, etc.  Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Anne’s Parish 

Phone: 508-757-5154  Fax: 508-797-9520  email address:  starec@aol.com  website: stannesparish.org 

Mass Times  

Saturday 4:00 PM, Sunday 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, Monday through Friday 9:00 AM (Recitation of Rosary follows 9:00 AM Daily Mass) 

Holy Days 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Confession Saturdays at 3:00 PM 

 

Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. John J. Foley       RCIA:  Nicholas Morana 

Senior Priest:  Rev Paul T. O’Connell      Volunteer Director of Human Services:  Elaine LeBlanc 

Senior Priest: Rev. Paul W. Lemire      Organist:  Michael Palumbo 

Deacon:  Rev. Dr. Dennis P. Klug      Choir Director:  Victor Kruczynski 

Director of Religious Education:  Karen Etre     Finance Secretary:  Patricia Morrissey 

Pastoral Assistant:  Ellie Smith      Parish Secretary & Bulletin Editor:  Judy Goselin 

Parish Administrator:  Joseph Zecco      Housekeeper:  June St. Marie 

Maintenance Manager:  Gary Dency 

 

Parish Council Members 

Paul Bleau      Tracy Flynn    Paula Petrone 

Art Brunell      Marty Green    Michael Ryan 

Norma Caron      Barbara Legassey    Patricia Scarborough 

Andrew Cesnickas      Rob Loconto    Ellie Smith 

Susan Davolio      Elaine LeBlanc    Paul Towler 

Matthew Etre      Tammy Mastro    Joanne Zannotti 

Charles Mayo      Joseph Zecco 

 

Newsletter Committee 

Fr. Paul O’Connell, Jo-Anne Cronin, Ted & Evie Gulledge, Tammy Mastro, Peggy Olson, Ellie Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 

mailto:starec@aol.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Eucharist Class of 2011: (not as pictured) Stacy Allen, Alfred Alward, Sofia  Caccialino, Jovan Camacho, Owen Cardosi, Ryan Charest, Tyler Chenevert, Benjamin 

Collins, Shaina Glynn, Celestine Gonzales, Dylan Graceffa, Arianna Guinto, Alison Kalinowski, Andrew Kennedy, Joseph Morana, Nicholas Morana, Sean  O’Sullivan, 

Michael Pedersen, Natalie Reynolds, Michael  Rosiello, Ryan Sande, Daniel Tigas, Will Ambach, Isabella Amorello, Lucy Baldino, Benjamin Bell, Annabelle Bodiford, 

Brock Bodiford, Alanna Costa, Thomas Daly, Jake Flanigan, Scott Foley, Emma Guagnini, Ryan Jurgiel , Kayleigh Kennedy, Connor Lynch, Hannah Parke , Olivia 

Randazza, Jason Rogers, Maxwell Shustak, Ariana Snell, Isabella Yazdi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation Class of 2011:  (not as picture) Joseph Astrella, Samantha Belanger, Matthew Bodley, S. Enzo Bonnici, Lauren Bohigian, Mitchell Bordage, Joshua Bryant, 
Frank Castagna, Jillian Coleman, Charles Confalone, Cody Couture, Samantha D’Alessandro, Julie Dell’Olio, Steven DiReda, Kristen Esposito, Nicolas Gerardi, Nicholas 
Giorgio, Jordan Kennedy, Alexandria Krause, Erica Lauzon, Ryan Leonard, Connor Mauro, Shannon McGrail, Fiona Merullo, Matthew Minafo, William “Liam” O’Brien, 
Alexandra Oliveri, Ryan O’Loughlin, Lora Ong, Anne Marie Pignataro, Kyle Puzar, Jenna Racine, Timothy Reynolds, Matthew Romano, Spencer Rooney, Adrianna 
Rothera, Christopher Rutigliano, Shaylin Sidoti, James Sior, Ryan Skavis, Andrew Smith, Rebecca Smith, Chelsea Staples, Kevin Surdam, Deanna Tonelli, Matthew Van 
Slyke, Toquynh Vu 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Etre (far right) with religious education teachers  

at the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner last fall 

WE NEED TEACHERS! 

Religious Education is one of the many spiritually fulfilling ways you can become more involved in our parish.  For 

information on teaching or assisting, contact Karen Etre at 508-757-5154, ext. 22 or at stannereled@aol.com.  

Photo by Manzello Photography 

Photo by Manzello Photography Photo by Manzello Photography 

mailto:stannereled@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

97 Boston Turnpike, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 

508-425-3543 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors who help to make the publication of our newsletter possible.  If you would like to place an ad 

in an upcoming edition of our newsletter, please contact Ellie at 508-757-5154, ext. 12 or at ellie0903@aol.com.  

mailto:ellie0903@aol.#com

